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Keep this packet 
for summer use! 

I      Important Message   
          Please Keep this Packet for Summer Use 

We hope that you will continue to support summer learning.  Many gains were made this year and we want to keep 
increasing achievement!  Research indicates that young children need consistent reading practice over the summer so 
that when they go back to school in August, they have not lost any ground.  Remember the fact that students who do 
not read over the summer spend too much time “catching up” in the fall. Have your child read at least 20-30 minutes 
DAILY (twice a day is even better).   
In order to support your child’s reading over the summer, Pasadena Fundamental has developed a “Summer Challenge.”  
Included in this packet is a reading calendar and information to help students sharpen their skills.  Remember, the more 
your child reads, the better he/she will read.  Thank you for your support and have a safe and happy summer. 
 

 Summer Challenge:  Students who turn in their calendars and journals in August will receive 
free tickets to Pasadena Fundamental’s First Annual Summer Reading Carnival.  
Steps to completing the Summer Challenge are as follows: 

 Step 1 READ:  Students read daily (at least 20-30 minutes) and complete the Read Every Day Calendar.   

Books Online:  Students may access an extensive library of e-books by logging onto www.myon.com website.  Click 
Log in now. Next enter school name (Pasadena).  Be sure you are selecting Pasadena located in Pinellas County School 
District.  Then enter the student username and password (see label above).  Students also have access to e-books 
through MackinVia, Follett Destiny and Overdrive using their Focus account.  Log into www.focus.pcsb.org .  Select 
Library/Media Resources, then the program you wish to use.  The programs require that you login several times. 

 Step 2 WRITE:  A student’s understanding of what he/she has read is just as important as being able to sound 

out words.  Below are some suggested questions to discuss with your child to help him/her write a daily response.  
Students may decide what materials they wish to use to record their responses (notebook paper, spiral notebook, 
etc....) 
 Making Connections:  Is there a part of this story or piece that reminds you of something in your own life, another 

story, or a movie/television show? 
 Determining Importance:  Who or what is this story or piece mostly about?  What actions, feelings, or ideas do 

you think were important?  
 Inferring:  What do you predict will happen next?  What do you think were the important ideas or facts in the 

story? 
 Questions:  What specific words or text did you find to be confusing or made you wonder? 
 Synthesizing:  How did the story change your thinking about the character(s) or topic? 
 Visualizing:  What words or text in the story helped you create a picture in your mind? 

 Step 3 GO ONLINE to practice skills.  Students are encouraged to use the district supported online learning 

programs regularly during the summer.  Record the weekly time on the bottom of Read Every Day Calendar.  
Suggested websites are listed below.  These can also be found on the district website in Beyond the Classroom, 
https://www.pcsb.org/Domain/8234 . If needed, students use the login and password above. More suggestions are 
on the district Summer Reading page, https://www.pcsb.org/Page/19288. If your child is unable to go online, 
purchasing a multi - skill workbook (and having your child complete two pages a day) and providing time for DAILY 
reading would be most helpful.   
Online Resources include:  myOn:  www.myon.com, Focus https://focus.pcsb.org Select Library/Media Resources 
to access MackinVia, Follett Destiny, Overdrive and more. Learn to type:  www.typing.com, ST Math:  
web.stmath.com Think Central:  www.thinkcentral.pcsb.org Brain Pop:  www.brainpop.com (username: 
pasadena_es password: school52) Istation: http://pcsb.org/Page/7549  Variation of username R2D2 (no dot) 
Password:  as above World Book Online: www.worldbookonline.com (username: pinellas, password: schools) 
Scholastic Summer Challenge:  http://www.scholastic.com/ups/campaigns/src-2016  
Reading with the Rays:  http://tampabay.rays.mlb.com/tb/community/reading.jsp 
Barnes & Noble: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/summer-reading/_/N-rs9   
 

http://www.myon.com/
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http://pcsb.org/Page/7549
http://www.worldbookonline.com/
http://www.scholastic.com/ups/campaigns/src-2016
http://tampabay.rays.mlb.com/tb/community/reading.jsp
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/summer-reading/_/N-rs9


 

  
 

 

 

 
Help prevent the Summer Slide with 

myON! Join with us this summer to bring 
myON to Pinellas County Schools’ 
“Get in the Game” Summer Reading 
Initiative. Research states that by 
reading approximately 8-10 books over the 
summer, students will experience the same 
learning as they would have received 
in a structured summer school setting. With myON, 
each student will have access to the largest 
personalized library of digital books – over 5,000! 
MyOn provides a personalized literacy 
environment that engages all students at all levels 
with the largest integrated library of digital books 
with reading supports, customized to students’ 
individual interests and reading level. 
https://www.myon.com/login/index.html 
Visit the PCS website: 
There you will find more literacy suggestions, 
community literacy activities, summer 
recommended book lists, information about the 
summer book bus and Summer Reading-Read on 
the Go 2017! Find us at: 
https://www.pcsb.org/Page/19288. Also, check out 
activities links for kids available at:  
www.justreadfamilies.org/kids/ 

The Importance of Summer Reading 
Remember to encourage reading every day 
during the summer.  Research indicates that 
young children need consistent reading practice 
over the summer so that when they go back to 
school in August, they haven’t lost any ground.  
When children don’t read in the summer, they 
often begin the next school year a couple of 
levels behind where they were in May.  This 
puts unnecessary stress on students and their 
families, not to mention next year’s teacher.  So, 
if we believe children need to read over the 
summer, we will help them find ways they can 
fit reading into their lives.  (from Growing 
Readers, by Kathy Collins) 

Sample Questions to Ask During 
Book Chats or Answer in Journal: 
Use one or two each day after your child has read! 

Connections 
 Is there a part of this story or piece that reminds 

you of something in your own life? 

 Is there a part of this story or piece that reminds 
you of something that has happened to you? 
 

Determining Importance 
 What is this story or piece mostly about? 

 Can you tell me some of the important ideas that 
struck you? 

 Are there any important themes you noticed? 
 

Inferring 
 What do you predict will happen in this piece? 

 Can you show me a place in the text where you 
found yourself making an inference? 

 What do you think were the big ideas in the 
story? 
 

Questions 
 Can you show me a part of the text where you 

have a question? 

 What were you wondering about as you read this 
part?  

 Can you show me a part where you were 
confused? 

 What was confusing about it? 
 

Synthesizing 
 Can you tell me what the piece is about in just a 

few sentences? 

 Can you show me a place in the piece where your 
thinking changed? 

 How did your thinking change? 

 Do you have some new ideas or information? 
 

Visualizing 
 Were there places in the text where you made a 

picture in your mind? 

 What specific words helped you create that 
picture in your mind? 

 What images or pictures did you see? 
 

Cut and use after daily reading! 

https://www.myon.com/login/index.html
https://www.pcsb.org/Page/19288
http://www.justreadfamilies.org/kids/

